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FOR THE CHRISTIAN MIRROR. 
No. IT. 
A VINDICATION OF THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION, 
From Objections arising from the Misconduct of Professing Christians, 


Had not the present Disquisition embraced a subject of much interest 
of itself, we might, at its commencement, have solicited the atten 
tion of the reader. The subject, indeed, isrot a new one; but the 
manner of treating and illustrating it by the present writer, appears 
to us to possess some originality. We thought this treatise nearly 
concluded, but are pleased with the promise of another Number. In 


cur opinion, though the style may not all have the same polish, yet it 
appears that the writer has fairly attempted to be elaberate without 
being obscure, and diffuse without being tiresome. 


(Continued from page 22.) 


In my first paper I stated some circumstances, which 
render the fact that occasions the raga: less formidable 


than it is usually represented to be. I shall now, make 
some farther remarks on this subject, which’ go more directly 
to overturn the objection, and to vindicate Christianity 
from the imputation thus thrown on it by its enemies. 

In the first place, let it be considered what a multitude 
of excellent characters have been formed by the influence 
of the Gospel: From its first establishment down to the 
present day, every successive age has had a number of indi- 
viduals and of families, by whom its sanctifying power has 
been deeply felt, and practically exhibited. 

On looking into the history of its progress and effects, we 
observe that it no sooner obtained a footing than it began to 
change the moral aspect of society, wherever, at least, the 

profession of it prevailed. _By thousands it was acknow- 
f-Aged as a Divine Religion , and by a vary great propor- 


tion of these, its spirit was imbibed, and its precepts were 
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obeved. Thev were converted by it from the abominations 
of Heathenism, and from the corruptions of Judaism— 
they did not merely abandon a speculative error, and adopt 
a speculative truth—it was not a mere improvement in 
point of doctrine, it was a total renovation in the heart and 
life. They became humane and pure; meek and tempe- 
rate; anxious to depart from all iniquity, and zealous in 
the cultivation of universal holiness; eminent for their 
personal virtues, and for picty toGod, and benevolence to 
man. This is no imaginary representation, no extravagant 
picture of fancy, no exaggerated’ statement ‘o support an 
otherwise untenable hypothesis. It is a well authenticated 
fact, which stands upon record, and of which every one 
must be fully satisfied, who is acquainted with the early 
History of the Church ; a fact which, im those times, at- 
tracted the notice, and excited the admiration of the bitterest 
enemies of Christianity, and which operated powerfully in 
recommending that system to the respect, the faith, and 
the obedience both of Jew and Gentile. 

But this fact was not limited to the primitive times of 
Christianity ; it has existed, more or less, in every age. 
We cannot fix our eyes on a single page in the History of 


our Religion, in which its triumphs over the bad passions 


and evil habits of mankind have not been conspicuous.— 
Even in that dark period, when the knowledge of its genu- 
ine doctrines seemed to be lost; when it assumed a torm 
the most unfavorable to morality ; when it appeared to be 
overwhelmed with the most debasing corruption—even 
then, amidst all these disadvantages, it had its votaries, 
whom it elevated far above the pollutions of the world, and 
adormed at once with the most splendid and the most ami- 
able virtues. And since the zra of the Reformation, which 
rescued it from the fooleries of superstition, and the multi- 
form and numerous errors which had been industriously 
intermingled with its sacred truths, it has given many 
striking proofs of its tendency to purify the affections, to 
ameliorate the conduct, and make men what they ought to 
be as subjects of God’s righteous government. If we look 
around us in the present day, we discover on every hand its 
pewerlul operation on the.active principles of those’ who 


have embraceu it. We ob.erve it giving dignity to personal 
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deportment; filling the domestic circle with love and har. 


mony 5 beautifying social life with the graces of meckness, 
benevolence, and mercy, and throwing a lustre on national 
character, far above that which distinguished even the 
brightest periods of Greece and Rome. We do not say, 
indeed, that it has ever made any man perfect, or that those 
who have embraced it are, in consequence of that, altoge- 
ther free from vice; but we say, that it has superinduced on 
their character so much. -moral excellence, as to render 
them objects which we must contemplate with feelings of 
complacency, or sentiments of respect. ..We are all ac- 
quainted with some individuals who abound in Godliness 
and good works, and whose superior virtue we can trace to 
no other cause than the sanctifying power of the (hristian 
truth. ‘They themselves acknowledge that it is this which 
constrains them ts abstain from vice, and to do the holy 
will of God. And while it must be confessed, that they 
frequently fall short in the performance of duty, it is evi- 
dent, at the same time, that they deeply regret their imper- 
fections ; that they habitually endeavor to perfect holiness 
in the fear of the Lord; and that they succeed so far, at 
least, as to establish their right to a kind and a degree of 
approbation, which we never can bestow on those whose 
lite has been formed on a different model—In short, that 
among those who have professed the Gospel, there have 
been many trained to a high measure of moral worth, under 
its influence ; and its influence alone is a fact which every 

age has witnessed, and which must be admitted by every 
person who is at all acquainted with the progress of Chris- 
tianity, or disposed to viewit with a candid eye. (See JZ. 
ner’s Church History; and The Gosped its own Witness, by 
Mr. Fuller. ) 


It is worthy of remark, however, that we are not to esti- 
mate the extent of this tact merely by what we have had ac- 
cess to know or observe. From the very nature of the case, 
numerous instances of it must occur which can never come 
under our notice. ‘This idea is so well illustrated by Dr. 
Paley, that I shall quote his own words—** The influence 
of religion is not to be sought for in the councils of Princes; 
in the debates or resolutions of popular assemblies ; in the 
conduct of governments towards their subjects; or of states 
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and sovereigntics towards one another ; of Se pth at 
the head of their. armies, or of parties intriguing for power 
at home, (topics which alone must occupy the attention or 
fill the pages of History)—but must be perceived, if per- 
ceived at all, in the silent intercourse of private and domestic 
life. Nay, more, even there its influence may not be very 
obvious to observation. If it check, in some degree, per- 
sonal dissoluteness; it it beget a general probity in the trans- 
actions of business ; if it produce soft and humane manners 
in the mass of the community, and occasional exertions of 
laborious or expensive benevolence in a few individuals, it 
is all the effect which can offer itself to the external notice. 
The Kingdom of Heaven is within us. That which is the 
substance of religion, its hopes and consolations, itssinter- 
mixture with the thoughts by day and by night; the devo- 
tion of the heart, the control of the appetite, the steady 
direction of the will to the commands of God, are necessa- 
rily invisible. Yet, upon these depend the virtue and the 
happine.s of millions. This cause renders the representa- 
tions of History, with respect to religion, defective and fale 
lacious in a greater degree, than they are upon any other 
subject. Religion operates most upon those of whom His- 
tory knows the least—upon fathers and mothers in their 
families ; upon men servants and maid servants ; upon the 
orderly tradesman, the quiet villager, the manufacturer at 
his loom, and the husbandman in his fie!ds.”’ 

In the next place, the holy tendency of the Gospel is 
obvious, not only trom its powerful effects on those who 
have truly believed its divine origin, and given a cordial 
reception to its doctrines; the same thing may be seen in 
the improved moral condition of those also who have either 
given a mere speculative assent to it, or who are only ac- 
quainted with its tenets and its precepts, or who merely live 
in countries where itis professed. In these cases it has been 
known to raise the tone of publie morals ; to put a stop to 
practices which disgraced human nature; to give rise to the 
most humane and useful institutions ; to introduce a more 
perfect standard of moral judgment ; and to infuse into the 
mind of. society at large, a spirit of propriety, of generosity, 
of rectitude, and of decency, which has elevatcd man above 
his ordinary level, and which ne other system has ever 
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been able to inspire. This statement is confirmed and illus- 
trated in various publications. Dr. Paley, whom I have 
already quoted, speaks thus—‘¢ The Christian religion also 
acts upon public usages and institutions, by an operation 
which is only, secondary and indirect. Christianity is not 

a code of civil law—lIt can only reach public institutions 
thediaal private character. Now, its influence upon pri- 
vate character may be considerable, yet many public usages 
and institutions repugnant to its principles may remain. ‘l'o 
get rid. of these the community must act, and act together. 
But i¢ may be long betore the persons, who compose this 
body, be sufficiently touched with the Christian character, 
to join in the suppression of practices, to which they and 
the public have been reconciled, by causes which will 
reconcile the human mind to any thing by habit and interest. 
Nevertheless the effects of Christianity, even in this view, 
have been important. It has mitigated the conduct of war, 
and the treatment of captives—It has softened the admi- 
nistration of despotic, or of nominally despotic governments 
—It has abolished Polygamy—lt has restrained the licen- 
tiousness of divorces—it has put an end to the exposure of 
children, and the immolation of slaves—It has suppressed 
the combats of Gladiators, and the impurities of religious 
rites—It has banished, if not unnatural vices, at least the 
toleration of them—lIt has greatly ameliorated the condition 
of the laborious part, that is to say, of the mass of every 
community, by procuring for them a day of weekly rest. 
In all countries in which it has been professed, it has pro- 
duced numerous establishments for the reliet of sickness 
and poverty ; and in some, a regular and general provision 
by law. It has almost triumphed over slavery itself.” 1 
otis also refer my readers to Bishop Porteous’ Discourses > 
Ryan’s History of the Effects of Religion on Mankind, and a 
Sermon on The beneficial influence of the Gospel, by ‘Dr. 
Buchannan, Canongate, Edinburgh. 

In these is to be found a detail of interesting and incon- 
trovertible facts, which demonstrate that Christianity has 
neither been useless nor detrimental as a moral system; that 
it has maintained an influence peculiar to itself over the sen- 
timents and manners of mankind; and that this influence 
has been at once powerful, important, and extensive, But 











38 


if it has been so important with regard to thousands and 
myriads, who have not experienced individually its convert- 
ing and saving power, of how much real native energy, in 
this respect, must it be possessed, and how admirably cal- 
culated must it be to purify those who receive it as a divine 
Religion. Although I never had seen one instance of its 
complete personal efficacy, I could not possibly, without 
giving up all my ideas of tracing effects to their causes, and 
of analogical reasoning, have denied or even questioned its 
possession of a direct “and vigorous tendency to discourage 
the practice of sin, and promote the reign of holiness ‘in the 
world, The argument is equally simple and irresistible ; 

if the Gospel has actually and greatly improved the charac- 
ter of those, who have merely lived in countries whete it 
has been known, and professed; a@ forziori, it cannot be 
deficient in power to carry to high attainments in virtue, 
such as have truly imbibed its spirit, and yielded themseives 
to its guidance. And though this by itself be notasufficient 
ground for believing Christianity to be of Heavenly origin, 


it is, at least, quite «adequate to the purpose of nullifying 
the objection under discussion. 

It is not enough, however, to state, that there are many 
who shew in their conduct the holy tendency and sanctifying 
power of Christianity ; that there are and have been multi- 
tudes of Christians, who have adorned their religion by the 
exercise of goodness: It is proper to state, in addition to 
this, the contrast which their present makes with their 
former conduct, and also with the deportment of others, 
who have rejected the Gespel, or who have never heard of 
its existence. At this contrast we have already hinted—but 
though it by no means requires a long illustratien, it cer- 
tainly deserves a more particular notice, as being essential 
to a complete view of, and a just decision on the subject. 

We are not to rest satisfied with considering simply what 
the Christian is—we must compare what he is with what he 
was before he embraced the Gospel. This shews the degree 


of power which that religion has to make its votaries right- 


He whois brought from the love and practice of the 
most abominable vices, from evil habirs of the most inve- 
terate kind, to taxe delight in the law of God, and in the 


performance of duty, has been unquestionably constrained 
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by motives of no ordinary strength, and has paid a'species 
of homage to the system, by which this revolution has 
been effected in his character, which our adversaries shall, 
in vain, attempt to account for on their usual principles, 

It is right, also, to compare the moral character of the 
Christian with that of others who have not known or adopted 
the same religious faith, While he is ‘* denying ungodli- 
ness and worldly affections,’’ they are not even sensible that 
there is much guilt in these things. While he is living 
*« soberly, righteously, and godly,’’ they are indulging 
freely in the gratification of every criminal appetite and. pas- 
sion. While he is acting on a fixed and steady principle 
of regard to the authority of God, they are only anxious 
in the pursuit of worldly interest or of sensual plea- 
sure, and consider nothing valuable that does not contribute 
to these unworthy ends. While he is habitually regulating 
his conduct by a standard of unmingled excellence, and is 
making gradual approaches to the perfection at which he 
constantly aims, they are conforming to maxims which 
have their foundation in error; they are addicted to many 
vices upon system, and -under the very sanction of their 
religion disgracing themsélves by practices the most odious 
and detestable. L.et the adversaries of oufMfaith consider 
this; let them recollect that the votaries of Christianity are 
distinguished by a species, and have attained a degree, of 
moral worth, which we shall in vain search for in the vota- 
ries of any system whatever; let them recollect that the 
Gospel has raised the character of the lowest of the people, 
who have embraced it, incomparably higher in the scale of 
morality, than the most accomplished disciple of the most 
eminent schools of Philosophy has ever been able to reach; 
Jet them recollect that true Christians far exceed in the pu- 


rity and extent of their virtue even those who, though they , 


have not believed in the Gospel, have yet borrowed many 
of its precepts, have been trained up under the prevalent 
influence of its spirit, and are accounted the most amiable 
and respectable of the men of the world; let them recollect 
these things, and then deny, if they can, not merely the 
superior, but the direct and decided undeviating tendency 
ef the Christian religion to make those, by whom it is 
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adopted, rernarkable for the love and practice of genuine 
holiness. 

Besides referring to the books alluded to, in which will 
be found ample proofs and illustrations of the statements 
which I have now made, I may be allowed to quote a few 
passages to this purpose, for the satisfaction of my readers, 
The Apostle Paul bears testimony to the change which had 
been produced by the Gospel on the moral conduct of the 
converted Romans and Corinthians, who had previously 
been remarkabie for the most infamous vices, and the most 
shameless profligacy ; the passages can easily be found in 
his respective Epistles. Similar to this is the testimony cf 
some of the early. Apologists for Christianity— Your 
jails” says one ot them, when writing to one of the hea- 
then opponents, ** swarm with criminals of your own reli- 
eion ; but you shall not find in them one. Christian, unless 
he be there because he is a Christian, and purely on account 
of hi. faith.’”” ‘* Among us,’’ says another, “‘ the mean- 
est laborer, and old woman, though unable to discourse 
and dispute for the utility ot their religion, demonstrate its 
excellence by their lives and good works. They do not 
critically “or their words, or recite elegant orations, but 
they perform fonest and virtuous actions, &c ” (See ‘fus- 
tin, Tertullian, and Athenageras. See also Eusebius and 
Pliny’s letters to Trajan, to. the same effect. ] 


(10 be continued. ) 








AN ANSWER TO THE QUESTION 
Why are you a Christian? 
(Continued from paze 29.) 
CHAPi ER II. 


Evidence arising from the early triumphs of Christianity. 


My faith, however, as a Christian, does not rest on this 
single foundation: | have other reasons for believing the 
gospel. ‘The early triumphs of Christianity furnish a s¢- 
cond, and, in my view, a most weighty argument in sup- 
port of my religion; and my conviction of its truth gains 
strength every time | examine its introduction, progress and 
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establishment in the world. » Recurring to the period. of ite 
infancy, I find that it made its way, not only without the 
aid, but in opposition to the civil authority. I observe that 
it rose superior to the wit, the argument, and the violence 
of its enemies. I perceive that it baffled the arts of the 
Jewish priests and rulers; and supported itself against the 
rage of the multitude. When heathens became its enemies 
and persecutors, I find their opposition as ineffectual as 
that of the Jews Thought it was the contempt and deri- 
sion of the more leading characters in society; yet I take 
notice that it gained a wonderful ascendency over the hu- 
man mind; and at length became the religion of the Ros 
man world. ‘These are fxcts—and how am I to account 
for them, if Christianity be a mere fable ? 

I can easily velieve, that an imposture may succeed, if 
it have the public prejudices, the learning, wealth, and 
influence of the couuntry, or the sword of the magistrate 
on its side. I never wondered, that the attempts of Maho- 
met to establish his religion were crowned with success.— 
When [ peruse the Koran, and examine the materials of 
which it is composed ; when I observe how much the work 
is indebted to the Jewish and Christian revelations ; when 
I survey the particular part which Mahomet or his agents 
supplied; when I see with how mach art the whole is accom- 
modated to the opinions and habits of Jews, Christians and 
Pagans; when I consider what indulgences it grants, and 
what future scenes it unfolds; when I advert to the peculiar 
circumstances of the times, when its author formed the 
vast design of assuming the royal and prophetic character ; 
and more than all, when | contemplate the reformer at the 
head of a conquering army, the Koran in oneshand, and 
in the other a sword—lI cannot be surprised at the civil and 
religious revolution which has immortalized his name.— 
With his advantages, how could he fail of success? Every 
thing favored his enterprize. The nations beheld a military 
apostle ; and they, who were unconvinced by his argu- 
ments, trembled at his sword. 

But did Jesus Christ have recourse to such measures in 
order to establish his religion? Was hea general, or his apos- 
tles soldiers? In proof of his divine mission, did he affront 
the reason of mankind, by appealing to the sword? Did 
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the learning ofthe age come to his assistance? Did genius 
and eloquence plead his cause? Were the principles of his 
religion such as would easily captivate persons of figure 
and fashion? Would wealth be partial to them? It is 
granted that the laws of Christianity are perfectly accom. 
modated to the reasonable, and moral nature of man—but 
did the habits of the age in which they were promulgated, 
predispose the public mind to receive those laws? Were 
the doctrines of the gospel consonant to the prevailing and 
popular opinions? ‘Thereis nota man, whohas examined 
the life, the actions, and the religion of Jesus Christ, who 
will answer one of these queries in the affirmative. 

Inthe who'e compass of history, not any fact is better 
established than the pacific character of our great Master, 
and the inoffensive measures by which he prosecuted his 
cause, He proclaimed the truths, and inculcated the duties 
of his religion: But he used no wiolence to make men be- 
lieve the one, or practise the other. He addressed himself 
to the reason of mankind; and_then left them to make up 
their own judgment. At length he suffered, and his cause 
devolved upon certain persons who had attended upon his 
ministry, and been witnesses of his actions. ‘These persons, 
called apostles, ‘went forth into the world, and taught the 
same truths which they had learned from their master, and 
which he had sealed with his blood. In imitation of their 
great pattern, they likewise applied, not to the passions, 
but to the reason of the age. With the Jews, they argued 
on their own principles; and for the conviction ot Gentiles, 
they appealed to facts. Not one of their enemies ever pre- 
tended, that more formidable weapons were employed by 
the apostles in the ( hristiam cause. How then shall we ac- 
count for their success ? What induced several thousands of 
the Jewish nation to embrace Christianity ? Why did such 
multitudes of the Gentile world forsake their superstitions, 
and receive the religion of the gospel ? 

Was Christianity a popular system ?—None could be less 
so. Did it open the way to a seat in the Sanhedrim, to 
the honors of the priesthood, or to an office under the Ko- 
man government? I never heard the insinuation. Wasit 
an introduction to wealth or power? It was the very reverse. 


Did it fatter any of the ruling passions of the human heart, 
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or permit their gratification? Every one who has examined 
it knows the contrary. If then, as the terms are generally 


understood, it was Neither honorable, profitable, nor» po- 
pular; if it was the derision of philosophy, and the contempt 
of learning ; if the wit of the age was exerted against it; if 
the priesthood hated, and the magistrate persecuted it—to 
what cause am I to ascribe the prevalence off Christianity ? 
Under all these disadvantagesawhat enabled it to keep its 
ground? Uponone principle only, can I account tor this 
fact to my own satisfaction—and thar is, the truth of the 
system, and the patronage of Heaven. I ean believe, that 


truth may triumph over the most formidable opposition ; 


and that God is able to defend his own cause. 


For every phenomenon in nature, there must be a sufhi- 
cient reason. ‘This is a doctrine of philosophy; and not 
only so, but a dictate of com:non sense. Takirg this prin- 
ciple for granted, | therefore endeavor to account for the 
existence of Christianity. 1 find, tliat the religion of Jesus 
is not coeval with many, events preserved in history. By 
means of various records, which have escaped the ravages 
of time, I perceive, that lesse than eighteen centuries will 
carry me back to the age in which this religion was first pro- 
posed tothe world. By the confession of its enemies, it 
derived no support from the family connexions, outward 
circumstances, or fate of its author. So far from it, all 
these things operated against it. Jesus Christ, though a very 
excellent, was, in the estimation of the world, a very ob- 
scure person. His family, though once exalted, had fallen 
into decay ; and his fate was as infamous as it was unme- 
rited. His followers likewise, and those with whom he left 
his cause, were generally as obscure as their master. They 
had not wealth, to give them importance: ‘They were not 
men in power; nor were their natural abilities, or literary 
attainments, so greatas to give them a decided superiority 
overtheir enemies. It is certain, therefore, that Christian- 
ity did not owe its success to any thing dazzling in the per- 
sonal accomplishments or circumstances of its first preachers. 

Where then shall [ look for the cause? The religion of 
Christ did prevail, though to persons of figure and influ, 
ence, its author was an object of contempt, and though his 


_ fate was that of the vilest malefactor. Ic did make iis way, 
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though its ministers were the farthest possible from.that 
description of men who take the lead in*society ; whose 
opinions it is the pride of others to adopt; and whose ex- 
ample it is their ambition to follow. It did succeed ; tho’ 
it bore an uniform testimony against all the impiety and im- 
morality practised in the world. Without flattering one 
disorderly passion of the human heart, without accommo- 
dating itself to one corrupt habit, it triumphed over the 
prejudices of multitudes. Whilst its profession was attended 
with every temporal discouragement, not only the provinces 
but the very city of Rome abounded with Christians! I ask 
the question once more, if Christianity bea table, how am 
J to account for this revolution ? : i 

1 well know the solution which modern ingenuity has 
proposed. Gibbon’s secondary causes J] have repeatedly 
examined, I would hope, with impartiality; 1 certainly 
have done it with attention: but.they never gave me satis 
faction; and for a reason, which the great Sir Isaac New- 
ton shall assign. He says, that a cause must be known to 
exist; and that it must be adequate to an effect, before it 
can be admitted into sound philosophy ; and before such 
effect can, with propriety, be referred to it. Now the causes, 
assigned by those who reject the Christian religion, appear 
to want both these conditions. We have no preot that 
many of them ever existed; and united, they seem utterly 
tnadequate to explain the various appearances; and account 
for the phenomena, to which they have been applied. I 
am, therefore, a Christian, because the early conquests of 
Christianity will not suffer me to reject it as a fable. 
(To be continued.) 
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THE HAPPINESS OF HEAVEN. 


Ir is the peculiar felicity of Heavenly pleasure, that, on 
our entrance upon it, it shall be new to us, infinitely ex- 
ceed our expectation, and is such as ** eye hath not seen, 
nor ear heard, neither hath been conceived by the human 
heart.” 

Though ‘anguage is not competent to’express, nor ouf 
finite capacities able te comprehend the delights of Heaven, 
the Almighty, in condescension to our limited conceptions, 
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hath been pleased to shadow them forth, by several meta- 
phorical expressions, and earthly similitudes. 

How invaluable, in our estimation, is /ife/—To preserve: 
which, who regardeth his gold, or who his pain?—But ime 
mortal life shall be enjoyed by the person of religion. 
‘© Whosoever liveth, and believeth in me,”’ says the divine 
Saviour of men, ** shall never die,”’—eternally. “ To him 
who overcometh, will I give to eat of thetree of life, which 
is in the paradise of God.”? * Be thou faithful unto death, 
and I will give thee a.crown of life.” 

How pleasant to the eye is /ight/ But the heavenly Jeru. 
salem is blest with an everlasting anc divine refulgence. Ig 
hath ** noneed of the sun, neither of the moon to shine in 
it; forthe glory of the Lord enlighteneth it, and the Lamb 
is the light thereof.’’ 

How great are the aitractions of wealth ; especially of an 
estate which is deemed permanent in its continuance! But 
is there not an inheritance incorruptible, and untading, ree 
served in Heaven for the saints? | 

The pleasures of victory—How great, how exalted are 
these! And shall not those who triumph over their spiritual 
adversaries, be esteemed as conquerors, be invested with 
the ** palm of victory?”” Will they not, attired with robes 
of whiteness, with joy ineffable, exult in their conquest, and 
for their ** salvation, give glory unto God & to the Lamb?” 

The splendor of royalty, or of government—How doth 
this captivate the hearts, and engage the attention of men! 
And will not “* crowns of gold,”’ be conferred on the re- 
deemed?” To them will it not be granted to ** sit with 
Christ in his heavenly throne ?”’ 

Happiness '/—How natural, how fervent are our aspira- 
tions after it! And at the right hand of Ged, will there 
not flow, forever flow, “rivers of pleasure ?”’ 

Besides these, and-other metaphots of similar import, 
which serve to convey some general idea of the happiness 
of the blessed, we are favored with divers passages of. sa- 
cred writ, which mention some particulars ot their felicity ; 
as imthe ensuing instances. | 

It is said—** They rest from their labors.” And how 
greatis the ‘Sabor of love,”’ of the christian of faithful. 
ness, zeal, and sincerity ; satisfactory, it is true, to the 
Spirit, but often unpleasing to the flesh! How unremitted 
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his vigilance against the foes to. his redemption ! How 
painful the imperfections of humanity! How sensible, how 
manifold the miseries of mortality! 

But from all. these shall he be delivered.—WNo longer will 
he hear the voice of slander, conversation of impurity, nor 
be assaulted by spirits of wickedness! No. longer conflict 
with evil! Nor more feel the pressure of adversity! “* Each 
tear shall be wiped from his eye; and there shall be no more 
death; neither sorrow, nor crying ; neither shall there be 
any more pain !” 

Not only will the righteous be delivered from every ill, 
but participate of every good, of every pleasure capable of 
being enjoyed by a mind of peace, purity and wisdom. To 
devélope the mysteries of providence, and the secrets of the 
divine word! The converse of patriarchs, prophets, apos- 
tles, saints, angels, and archangels! ‘The knowledge, 
love, and presence of the Eternal! His holy service! ‘i he 
anthems of his praise! The songs of theirsalvation! These! 
how delightful! These! how extatic! ‘ Thou art worthy, 
O Lord, to feceive, glory; and honor, and power,” will 
they say in sacred song, ‘* for thou hast created all things, 
and for thy pleasure they are and were created.”’ ‘* Worthy 
is the Lamb that was slain, to receive power, and riches, 
and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and glory, and 
blessing; for he hath redeemed us by his blood, out of every 
kindred, and tongue, and nation, and made us kings and 
priests unto our God.” ‘ Great and marvellous are thy 
works, Lord God Almighty—just and true-are thy ways, 
thou king of saints. . Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, 
and glorify thy name? For.thou only art holy ; for all na- 


tions shall come and worship before thee ; for thy judg- 
ments are made manifest.” 


The remembrance of our deeds of virtue! How happy, 
even here! And will not the faithful enjoy a retrospective | 
view of their acts of piety hereafter? “‘ heir works chall | 
follow them;’’ not, however, for their justification at the 
bar of justice, but as testimonies of thew fidelity, and for 
their pleasing contemplation. ee 

To * walk with Christ himself in white !”? Ever to be 
his associates! How great the dignity! » 

The city of God! The habitation of the Deity! Most 


gtand in its disposition and construction ! composed of the 
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richest materials! formed and embellished by infinitetwise 
dom !—How magnificent! How resplendent! Andy 
honored and happy will be those of mankind, who s 
cirizens of this city; be deemed as “ pillars in its Temple,” 
and ennobled by that ‘* new name,” which shall be given 
them by their divine Redeemer ! 

But however high the honor ; however sublime the plea- 
sures of those who receive salvation, they will never satiate, 
never cease. ‘This is the perfection of their bliss, Enjoy- 
ing God, they enjoy consummate, immortal happiness. 

An eternity of pleastge,sand so exquisite, that it mock. 
eth all description, sufgmsseth all conception! Pleasing 
thought! Rapturous idea! 

When arrested by the hand of death, how ardently doth 
the Libertine wish to be restored to health, that he may 
partake, though for a few years only, of the impure, unsa- 
tisfying, insipid enjoyments of sin? Would a compliance 
with his request give joy to his heart, transport to his soul? 
How much greater reason hath he to rejoice, who shall 
possess ,pleasures so transcendent, that they can be con- 


ceived only as enjoyed, and whose duration will be co-eval 
with eternity ? 









A PATHETIC FRAGMENT. 

* * * In the sheltering grave, the wofraught beart will 
be at ease: the clouds of anguish which darken life’s short 
day pervade not that still retreat. The poisonous breath of 
calumny, and the envenomed tongue of envy, here lose 
heir corroding influence. The sympathetic mind, ago 


nized by distress, unable to support the storm of ill-fortune, 


sinks calmly into the embrace of death, into the:placid en- 
joyment of uninterrupted tranquillity, Oppressed virtue 
finds a secure asylum from overbearing greatness ; and the 
upbraiding charity of proud opulence is no longer painful 
to its object. ‘Lhe distinctions in society, which consign 
merit to oblivion and raise the worthless from the dust, are 
here forgotten. © Unfeeling pride is disrobed of its splendid 
covering, and the gorgeous mantle is torn from the shoul. 
ders of the undeserving. Humble worth ceases to kneel sup- 
pliant at the feet of affluence, the lorn offspring of poverty 
fails to entreat from avarice the-stinted boon. The victim 
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of malevolence, who essays in vain to parry the thrusts 6f 
unmerited obloguy, glad that in death the dagger of con- 
tumely wounds not, welcomes with joyous aspect the clos- 


ing period. 


Qeoeeryg. 


A PARAPHRASE 


ON PART OF THE XIII CHAPTER OF THE FIRST EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS. 


Tuoucnu I enraptur’d wake ivall’d lyre, 
Warm’d with Apollo’s er a Sé s fire ; 
In various tongues sublimest erstell, 
Describe the joys of Heav’n, the woes of Hells 
Though I the lofiy heights of Science gain, = * 
And arts and nature’s mysteries explain ; 
Though deeply skilled in prophetic lore, 
With piercing ken futurity explore; _ 
Though I have faith sufficient to sustain, —_ 
And hurl the pond’rous mountains in the main=- 
Devoid of Cuarity, I shall be, found 
Vain asa shadow, empty as a sound. 
Were I possessed of affluent India’s store, 
And freely should I give it tothe poor ; 
Though I resign my body to the flame, 
‘Lo gain a Patriot’s or a Martyr’s name, 
While selfish motives actuate my mind, 
And through my conduct and myyactions wind} 
Devoid of Cuarity, I still remain — 

As nothing, en:pty ; as a shadow, vain. 

Celestial Cuarity, supremely kind, 

Iilumes, expands, and animates the mind, 

To noble*and disinterested deeds— 
Allures to holiness—to glory leads: ¢ 
Disdains each selfish and contracted plan, 

And seeks the gen’ral happiness of man ; 

With pristine virtue re-instamps the soul, 

Pervades each passion, and sublimes the whole 5 

Dispels each vile affection from the breast, 

And opes the regions of eternal rest, 

To ev’ry nation, and to every sect, 

Who fear Jehovah, and his name respect. 

When art and science, with prophetic lore, 

And various languages are known no more + 

When final ruin o’er the world extends, 

And faith in vision, hope in glory ends, 

This peeriess virtue, Cuarity divine, 

Through vast eternity shali brighter shine 5 ~ 

Awake to praises ‘he celestial choirs ; 

Attune their lays and animate their lyres? 



















